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ORIGIN L-02 

INFO OCT-01 NEA-09 ISO-OO SCSE-00 SCA-01 ( ISO ) R 

DRAFTED BY L/M:HFSHAMWELL:RR 
APPROVED BY L/M:HFSHAMWELL 

030584 

R 241908Z FEB 75 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS 

UNCLAS STATE 041049 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: CGEN 

SUBJECT: UNITED STATES LAWS ON MARITAL DECREES 
REF: EMBASSY OM. JUNE 27, 1974 

MARRIAGE AND DIVORCE ARE AMONG THE MANY AREAS IN WHICH 
THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT DOES NOT LEGISLATE; THEREFORE 
THE "MARITAL CODE IN THE UNITED STATES" VARIES FROM 
STATE TO STATE. BECAUSE OF THE PRINCIPLE OF SEPARATION 
OF CHURCH AND STATE, THE CIVIL REQUIREMENTS OF A GIVEN 
STATE WOULD HAVE TO BE MET. OBSERVANCE OF AN ECCLES- 
IASTICAL CODE WOULD BE A PRIVATE MATTER LEFT TO THE CHOICE 
OF INDIVIDUALS ENTERING INTO MARRIAGE AND WOULD HAVE 
TO BE CONSISTENT WITH THE CIVIL LAW ON THIS SUBJECT. KISSINGER 
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Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: n/a 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 24 FEB 1975 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: n/a 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975STATE041049 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: HFSHAMWELL:RR 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D750065-0754 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t1 975021 8/aaaaapti. tel 

Line Count: 44 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ORIGIN L 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 1 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 75 JUNE 27, 75 1974 
Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: ElyME 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 19 MAY 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <19 MAY 2003 by RuthemTJ>; APPROVED <08 JAN 2004 by ElyME> 
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